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PORT ELIZABETH: GOING FORWARD
Urbanization as concept, process and regulator of development
This studio will attempt to engage the whole city – which today means world, region and urban centres as well as districts,
neighborhoods and streets. It is not about urban design as this is ordinarily defined – as a remediation of streetscapes and frontages
and public streets and squares. What we will do instead is describe the city in a systematic way, as a product of urbanization, and then
research and design the processes, simultaneities and interdependencies of the whole in order
to produce results at the levels of the parts and vice versa. Cities can be described in multiple ways. It is in fact necessary to describe them
in multiple ways if we wish to engage with some of the oppositions that characterize urban fabric and urban life. We want to begin with
a method in which oppositions reflected in the differences between central business districts, local centres and neighborhood streets,
can be accounted for. But how to engage with oppositions in a systematic, clear and unified way; in a way we can deal with in a process
of design? And how can we engage with these oppositions in an open and forward-looking way; in a way we can take what exists in the
present and direct it to grow to a desired outcome in the future? And with enough openness and resilience that it can accommodate change
along the way? The method presented starts with the notion of urbanization. Urbanization is a layered process of formation of urban
communities, polities, economies and spaces. Urbanization is not a single process. But it is not massively multiple either. It proceeds on a
number of fronts simultaneously. A
city and urban region is being urbanized at the same time sub-centres are being urbanized and neighborhoods and streets are being
urbanized. These different urbanizations are linked in time and are dependent on each other so that we cannot think of one of these
processes without considering the others. We will use this conceptual and process understanding to build a clear model of the city
and urban region of Port Elizabeth. We will then use this model to guide us in understanding an urban future that is equitable and
sustainable. This understanding will be presented as a vision for the future of Port Elizabeth, and model and vision will then guide
detailed projects which strategically contribute towards moving Port Elizabeth forward to the future. The workshop is intended to be an
education as well as a project. Discussions, talks and seminars will be interspersed with studio work and the whole project, research,
vision and strategic projects will be a studio and team effort (with doses of individual work of course) involving staff and students.
Besides a vision for PE, the main thing we want to leave students with a much clearer understanding of what cities are, and what their
city is, and of the potentials available for creating just and sustainable urban futures through an extended research and design process.

